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840 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

It is a Roumanian Jew who speaks this. This book is the story of 
the author's translation, if I may use that expression, from the quiet, 
humdrum life of a Roumanian village to the roaring confusion and 
excitement of New York City. This story has all the qualities of a 
romance with rather more actuality, news, and realistic detail than even 
the best fiction offers. It is a valuable source-book on the subject of 

the immigrant. 

Robert E. Park 
University of Chicago 



The Challenge of Pittsburgh. By Daniell L. Marsh. New York : 
Missionary Education Movement, 1917. Pp. viii+311. 
Cloth, $0 . 60 ; paper, $0 . 40. 
The Challenge of St. Louis. By George B. Mangold, Director, 
Missouri School of Social Economy. New York: Missionary 
Education Movement, 191 7. Pp.271. Cloth, $0.60; paper, 
$0.40. 

The title of these books suggests the purpose for which they were 
written. They belong to what we may call "The Challenge of the 
Cities Series." "Challenge" is a word taken from the bright lexicon 
of the Uplif ter. It is a word used to express the fact that a situation is 
"up to you." In this case "you "refers to the churches. The purpose of 
these books is to put the facts about our cities, so far as they can be 
gathered from existing sources of information, into such shape that they 
will interest people who find their intellectual life in the church and its 
activities. It is one of the ways in which the modern church, which has 
lost its interest in decisive doctrines, is seeking to find a new material and 
a new method for carrying on its historic task. Since the church in its 
struggle for intellectual freedom divorced itself from the state it has 
largely lost its touch with life. It is only in its missionary movements 
that the church has maintained its contact with secular activities and 
actual life. It is on the whole the missionaries, foreign and domestic, 
who are bringing the church into new avenues of usefulness and giving 
it new hope and new faith. These books are useful; not important as 
literature perhaps, but they are manifestations of the missionary move- 
ment and of the changing current of community life as it is reflected in the 

churches. 

Robert E. Park 

University of Chicago 



